
The Courageous Curriculum

Year Group: 4 Theme: STEWARDSHIP  - God’s Good Earth

Theological
UNderpinning

Genesis 1 26-31

Central Idea: The beauty of the earth is celebrated in many religions, but the human spoiling of the earth is a danger and a coming crisis. In this theme, learners are invited to explore ideas and beliefs about the natural world,
human responsibility for the earth and ways of praying about climate justice.

Core texts: The Wonder Garden,
The Great Kapok Tree,
Buddy’s rainforest rescue

English Outcomes (genre etc): Information video
Narrative
Newspaper report
Storytelling as part of the beaford arts
project

Lines of Enquiry
(National
Curriculum/Agreed
Syllabus links)

Geography - Find rainforests on a globe and atlas. Measure and collect information, Layers of the rainforest
Science - Solid, liquid or gas / Investigating gases, heating and cooling, the water cycle (relating to the rainforest), condensation and evaporation in the rainforest (weather)

Electricity - appliances, making and completing circuits, conductors and insulators, switches
DT - Making a wild animal alarm (integrated into Science/electricity)
DT/Outdoor Learning  - Understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed.
Music - Body and tuned percussion (rainforest themed).

Sticky Knowledge:
The 4 layers of the rainforest
Find the amazon rainforest on a map
Explain 3 reasons for deforestation
reasons for and against deforestation

Enrichment
Opportunities/
Inspiring Challenge

Anticipated Project Outputs/
Inspiring Challenge

Visit to Exmoor zoo
Inspiring Skillbuilder: Arts outcome for end
of term exhibition
Inspiring Adventurer:
Inspiring Leader: Reading Buddies with Year 1
Inspiring Speaker: Beaford Arts Storytelling
Inspiring volunteer - fundraise for rainforest
charity Coolearth.org

Knowledge harvest

Q-Where in the world are the rainforests?
Q-Why are rainforests important?
Q-What are the causes of deforestation?
Q-What is the impact of deforestation?

What knowledge and skills will be
needed?

Knowledge
What is a rainforest?
Where are rainforests?
What is deforestation?

Skills
Observing, classifying, recording,
researching, communicating, explaining,
describing

What impact has this had on me?

Why is the rainforest important to us and
other animals?
How can we help now?
How can we help for the future?

What can I do about it?

Make information videos
Write Newspaper reports and share digitally
Fundraise for coolearth.org

NC subjects/coverage/content to be taught discretely

RE (The impact of Pentecost, the significant events in life), PSHE (Rights and
responsibilities, RSE), MFL (French), PE (Tennis, striking and fielding games,
athletics), Computing (D.A.R.E.S. project - information video), Art (Collage,
watercolour, mixed image and text, illustration, Claywork).


